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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Chad Walter on 09 November 2004. 

Please amend the application as follows: 

In the specification: 

On page 3 of the specification, line 13, please insert after "fresh water" the 
number — 24 ---in bold. 
In the claims: 

Please change claim 1 to read as the following: 

A cook and soak process using at least one each kettle, soak tank, grain hopper, 
hydrosieve, hopper, and washer, said process comprising the steps of: 

a) placing at least one grain product into a kettle with an aqueous alkaline 
solution to form an alkaline mixture; 

b) heating said alkaline mixture to a predetermined temperature followed bv 
cooling the cooked mixt ure with water and then separating said alkaline mixture into a 
supernate layer and a slurry layer; 

c) draining said slurry and maintaining substantially all said supernate in said 
kettle to be used with a next alkaline mixture; 
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d) soaking said slurry in a soak tank; 

e) transporting said slurry to a hopper via a push water stream wherein said push 
water stream comprises recycled water from a collection tank and wherein said slurry is 
substantially drained of liquid and becomes substantially a grain; 

f) transporting said grain from said hopper to a hydrosieve; 

g) draining excess water from said grain; 

h) transporting said grain from said hydrosieve to a washer; 

i) washing said grain in said washer with a fresh wash water, 

j) draining said fresh wash water of step i) to said collection tank for recycle at 
step e). 

k) transporting said grain to a further process. 



Please cancel claims 7,8,9 and 14. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The status of the application will thus be claims 1-7 and 10-1 3 as allowed. The claims as 
allowed encompass a nixtamalization process (steps a through k) with a conservation 
step (step c) to reuse the alkaline solution in multiple batches by separating the alkaline 
solution from the grain slurry in the cooking kettle and draining from the cooking kettle 
just the grain slurry, maintaining the supernate of alkaline solution in the cooking kettle 
to be used with the next processing batch. The closest prior art teaches nixtamalization 
processes wherein entire mixture from the cooker is sent to a dryer or washer and the 
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water is separated out and discarded or recycled back into the cooker through those 
processing steps (see Rodriguez, US2002/ 0168458 A1, Section 0027; Sunderland, US 
patent number 5,558,898, Column 4, lines 49-62; Rubio, US patent number 6,344,228, 
Column 3, lines 24-27; Wilkinson, US patent number 6,025,01 1 , see Column 6, lines 
20-68, Column 7, lines 1-15 and Kendall, US patent number 5,744,184, Column 3, lines 
50-57). The claimed step of draining only the grain slurry from the cooking kettle and 
leaving the alkaline supernate in the kettle to be used with the next processing batch 
was not known in the closest prior art or even in the most recent prior art regarding 
grain processing. The claims as allowed are not anticipated and furthermore there is no 
suggesting in the prior art to modify the references to obtain the instantly claimed 
process. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance " 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Maureen C Donovan whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2739. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton Cano can be reached on (571) 272-1398. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

MCD 

10 November 2004 



KEiTH HEWDRJCKS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



